
CAUGHNAWAGA-VEEDER NATIVE AMERICAN MUSEUM  
 

Part of the Saint Kateri Tekakwitha National Shrine 

Would you like to contribute to maintaining our museum? You can donate here: https://

tinyurl.com/5c4wbx38 or by scanning the QR code. We are a 501(c)3 non-profit and rely 

solely on donations and grants (EIN 43-2037018). We receive no state or federal funding. 

The Shrine’s Native American Museum has been an important part of the minis-

try’s mission since its founding in 1938. The Museum boasts a remarkable array 

of educational material. The opening section covers the history of this land from 

the Paleolithic era, through the development of Native nations in the area, up to 

the contact between Indigenous and European peoples. It features items on per-

manent loan from the Van Epps-Hartley Chapter of the New York State Archaeo-

logical Association and the Fort Plain Museum. 

Reflecting Saint Kateri’s role as patron of Indigenous peoples, the Museum also 

provides information on Native nations throughout the Americas. This includes an 

impressive display of Southwest pottery and Northwest basket-making, as well as 

a variety of items from Plains nations. 

The Caughnawaga-Veeder Museum also features an exhibit highlighting the 

Caughnawaga village National Historic Site, which is just a short walk from the 

museum itself. This exhibit details the history of the village, from its founding by 

the Mohawk people in the 1600s through its excavation in the 1950s. It also pro-

vides an overview of the site’s occupancy by the Veeder family following the 

American Revolution. 

The most recent addition to the museum reflects on the life of Kateri Tekakwitha 

from a historical perspective. This exhibit draws from primary sources, predomi-

nantly 17th-century Jesuit records, to look at Saint Kateri’s life and to discuss her 

enduring legacy. 

Whether your interest lies in Native culture or local history, the Caughnawaga-

Veeder Museum is an exceptional resource for people of all ages and back-

grounds. Admission is free, and it’s open to the public daily May through October. 




